CHAPTER XVII FARROWING TIME
THE care of the breeding herd and especially the brood sow is very important and if owners of swine were more fore-sighted in this respect it would be possible to avoid many unnecessary losses. The proper handling of the pregnant sow should be studied and a few simple practices put into effect. The first few days in the lives of small pigs are crucial and they should be watched over carefully at this time. When scours break out in a litter, there are a few sensible steps to follow in order to insure one against heavy losses. When several sows in the herd give birth to litters of hairless and goitered pigs, nothing can be done at the time, but this disaster could easily have been avoided* These, together with several other common problems, will be discussed in this chapter.
CARE OP THE SOW DURING PREGNANCY
The pregnant sow should be well fed while she is carry-* ing her litter. Young sows need more generous feeding than older ones, because they are still growing and require the additional feed for their own development. A daily ration composed of 2 pounds of shelled corn, 2 pounds of oats, and 1 pound of alfalfa hay would be sufficient for a sow weighing about 200 pounds. The addition of skim-milk or buttermilk would make the ration more satisfactory for pregnant gilts. Other feed combinations may utilize home-grown feeds. It is essential that the sows be in good physical condition at farrowing time but not fat, because fat sows are usually lazy and frequently have a hard time farrowing their litters, which are often weak.